
Vol. XIV"1 McIlhenny, Louisiana Anscres, Paludicol(Z, etc. 205
1897 J

A LIST OF THE SPECIES OF ANSERES,PALUDICOL.E,

AND LIMICOL.^ OCCURRINGIN THE
STATE OF LOUISIANA.

BY E. A. MCILHENNY.

This list is based on personal observations, extending through

the past nine years. During that time I have observed our

birds throughout the entire lake and coast regions of Louisiana,

and all species included in this list have been taken.

I have endeavored to give the local names used by the natives

;

most of them it will be observed are French or of French origin,

and the French names are the ones most in use.

It is a curious fact that so many of the Shore Birds, whose

breeding grounds are in the Arctic regions, should be resident

here. By the middle of June they all attain their full plumage

and congregate in large numbers on the sand islands, where they

cover the flats and shallow bays in search of food.

1. Merganser americanus. American Merganser. —Known as Bee

Scie de mer and Sea Sawbill. A common winter resident, found only in

salt water.

2. Lophodytes cucuUatus. Hooded Merganser. —Known as Bee Scie

and Cotton-head. Very common in winter ; resident in small numbers ;

breeds.

3. Anas boschas. Mallard. —Known as Ca?mrd Franc^ais and French

Duck ; also as Green-head. A winter resident, and the best known duck

in Louisiana. On April 28, 1896, I shot a male of this species that was

mated to a female Anas fidvignla maculosa, and collected the nest with 10

eggs. This is the only record I have of this duck's breeding in Louisiana.

4. Anas fulvigula maculosa. Mottled Duck. —Known as Canard

noir d'ete, and Summer Black Mallard. Resident ; common ;
breeds.

5. Anas obscura. Black Duck. —Known as Canard noir, and Black

Mallard. A common winter resident.

6. Anas fulvigula. Florida Duck. —I took a pair of these ducks, with

their nest and 7 eggs, on June 3, 1895, at Timbalier Island, on the south-

east coast of Louisiana.

7. Anas strepera. Gadwall. —The Cawa-rf/ ^^rw, Gray-duck, or Red-

wing, as it is variouslj' known, is a common v/inter resident.

8. Anas americana. Baldpate. —Commonly known as Zan-zan,

from the noise it makes ; also as Widgeon and Whistling Duck. A very
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common -winter resident, and a good duck for the table, but rarely shot for

market, as they get so fat they will hot bear transportation.

9. Anas carolinensis. Green-winged Teal. —Cornrnonly known as

Sarcelle. The most abundant winter resident of all the ducks.

10. Anas discors. Blue-winged Teal. —Known as Prititempsnierre in

the spring, and Autoninierre in the fall. Very commonduring the spring and

fall months ; a few winter on the coast, but most of them go further south.

11. Spatula clypeata. Shoveller. —A very common duck during the

winter. Commonly known as Mesquin a.xid Spoonbill.

12. Dafila acuta. Pintail. —Commonly known as /'/ww ^ueue from

the resemblance of the long feathers of the tail to a grass called Pian,

Also known as Sprig-tail and Long-necked Duck. One of the most

plentiful ducks in Louisiana, during the winter.

13. Aix sponsa. Wood Duck. —Known as Bratichier; also as

Squealer. This most beautiful of all our ducks is a common resident,

and breeds wherever found.

14. Aythya americana. Redhead. —Commonly known as Caiiard

Violon, because in flying it makes a noise like a violin, with its wings.

Quite a common winter resident, in the bays of the southeast coast of

Louisiana.

15. Aythya vallisneria. Canvas-back. —Known as Ca7iard Cheval,

because of the sloping head. A winter resident, found always with the

Redheads, but not so plentiful.

16. Aythya marila nearctica. American Scaup Duck. —Most com-

monly known as Dos gris; also as Blue-bill. A commonwinter resident,

on large bodies of water.

17. Aythya affinis. Lesser Scaup Duck. —A winter resident, more

common than the preceding species, and not distinguished from it by

local hunters. This duck remains with us in considerable numbers until

late in the spring, and I have often seen flocks of 50 or more as late as

June I.

iS. Aythya collaris. Ring-necked Duck. —Known as Canard noir.

and Raft-duck. A very common winter resident.

19. Clangula clangula americana. American Golden-eye. —Known
as Plongeur ; also as Golden-eye. A very common winter resident.

20. Charitonetta albeola. Buffle-head. —Commonly known as A/izr-

ionnette and Butter-ball. A common winter resident, on the coast.

21. Erismatura jamaicensis. Ruddy Duck. —The only name I have

heard applied to this duck is God Damn, on account of its worthlessness.

A common winter resident, on the salt water bays.

22. Dendrocygna autumnalis. Black-bellied Tree-Duck. —Com-
monly known as Fiddler Duck. Not common. Resident, as a few remain

on the coast all the year. I have never taken them breeding.

23. Dendrocygna fulva. Fulvous Tree-Duck. —Known as Yellow-

bellied Fiddler Duck, also Long-legged Duck. Resident. Breeds. Not

common.
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24. Chen hyperborea. Lesser Snow Goose. —Commonly known as

Oie blanc/ie ; also as White Brant. Very common in winter. Small

flocks of cripples remain on the coast during the summer, and the cattle-

men around Chenier an Tigre claim they occasionally breed there.

25. Chen hyperborea nivalis. Greater Snow Goose. —A common
winter resident, not distinguished locally from the former.

26. Chen caerulescens. Blue Goose. —Commonly known as Oie

bleu and Blue Brant. A very common wintei: resident.

27. Anser albifrons gambeli. American White-fronted Goose. —
Known as Oie caille and Gray Brant. A common winter resident.

2S. Branta canadensis. Canada Goose. —Known only as Otiiarde.

A common winter resident on the prairies of Louisiana, but rarely goes

to the coast.

29. Olor columbianus. Whistling Swan. —A winter resident on the

southwest coast of Louisiana. I have never taken them east of Marsh

Island. Commonly known as Cygne.

30. Olor buccinator. Trumpeter Swan. —Also known as Cygne. A
winter resident on the coast; more common than the preceding species.

31. Grus americana. Whooping Crane. —Resident; breeds. Known
as Grue blanche.

32. Grus mexicana. Sandhill Crane. —Common. Resident.

Breeds. Known as Grue bleu.

33. Rallus elegans. King Rail. —An abundant resident, breeding in

all marshes, both fresh and salt. Commonly known as Rail and Marsh Hen.

34. Rallus longirostris crepitans. Clapper Rail. —Known as Rail,

Marsh Hen, and Prairie Hen. A common resident in all salt marshes

joining the main land.

35. Rallus crepitans saturatus. Louisiana Clapper Rail. —A
common species wherever found ; its range, however, is' restricted to the

mangrove islands along the southeast coast, between Point au Fer and

Raccoon Pass. Locally known as Mangrove Hen. Resident. Breeds.

36. Rallus virginianus. Virginia Rail. —An abundant winter i-esi-

dent.

37. Porzana Carolina. Sora. —Commonly known as Ortolan. Resi-

dent in small numbers. Commonin winter, breeds sparingly.

38. Porzana noveboracensis. Yellow Rail. —Winter resident, not

uncommon.

39. Porzana jamaicensis. Black Rail. —A rare winter resident.

40. lonornis martinica. Purple Gallinule. —An abundant summer
resident. Breeds in large numbers, wherever an extent of marsh and

water is found.

41. Gallinula galeata. Florida Gallinule. —Known 2.% Poule cV eau

de marais. A common resident ; breeds.

42. Fulica americana. American Coot. —'Knovcm.s Poule d'eau and

Blue Peter. Resident in small numbers. Very common .in winter.

Breeds sparingly.
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43. Philohela minor. American Woodcock. —Known as Becasse du

bois, and Woodcock. Resident in small numbers, more common in winter

Breeds regularly.

44. Gallinago delicata. Wilson's Snipe. —Commonly known as Crtc>ie-

cacke, and Jack Snipe. An abundant winter resident.

45. Macrorhamphus griseus. Dowitcher. —Commonly known as

Dorineur. Resident along the coast. I have never found them breeding.

46. Macrorhamphus scolopaceus. Long-billed Dowitcher. —Known
as Dormetir. A common resident on the coast, does not breed.

47. Recurvirostra americana. American Avocet. —Known as ^ecas-

s{7ie de mer. A rare winter visitant.

48. Himantopus mexicanus. Black-necked Stilt. —Known as

Becasse du marais. Abundant resident. Breeds.

49. Tringa canutus. Knot. —Known only as Ventre rouge. An
abundant resident; does not breed.

50. Tringa maculata. Pectoral Sandpiper. —Only known as Chu-

rook. A very abundant bird during migration.

51. Tringa minutilla. Least Sandpiper. —An abundant resident;

does not breed.

52. Tringa alpina pacifica. Red-backed Sandpiper. —An abundant

resident along the coast. Commonly known as 'Ti ventre tioir. Does
not breed.

53. Ereunetes pusillus. Semipalmated Sandpiper. —Abundant
during the spring and fall migration.

54. Calidris arenaria. Sanderling. —Occurs only during the fall

migration.

55. Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit. —Commonly known as .5ec«5-

sine I also as Sea Snipe. Qtiite common during the winter along the

coast.

56. Tetanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-legs. —Known as /'/e^

jau7ie, and Yellow-leg Snipe. Resident; most abundant during the

winter. Does not breed.

57. Totanus flavipes. Yellow-legs. —Resident; most abundant in

winter. Does not breed.

58. Totanus solitarius. Solitary Sandpiper. —Abundant during

the spring and fall.

59. Symphemia semipalmata. Willet. —Commonly known as Vive

Vire. A common and well-known resident ; breeds abundantly.

60. Bartramia longicauda. Bartramian Sandpiper. —Universally

known as Pa;pabot. Abundant during the spring and fall.

61. Tryngites subruficollis. Buff-breasted Sandpiper. —Commonly
known as Churook, and Robin Snipe. Abundant during spring and fall

migration.

62. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper. —Abundant during the

spring and fall ; a very few winter on the coast.

63. Numenius longirostris. Long-billed Curlew. —Commonly
known as Corbijo. An abundant resident, breeding along the coast.
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64. Numeniushudsonicus. Hudsonian Curlew. —An abundant resi-

dent. Does not breed.

65. Numenius borealis. Eskimo Curlew. —A common winter resi-

dent along tbe coast.

66. Squatarola squatarola. Black-bellied Plover. —Commonly
known as Gros yeiix, 'Ventre noir, and Bull Head. An abundant resident.

Does not breed.

67. Charadrius dominicus. American Golden Plover. —Commonly
known as Gros tete. A common bird during migration. A few winter

along the coast.

68. jEgialitis meloda circumcincta. Belted Piping Plover. —Not

an uncommon winter resident.

69. iEgialitis vocifera. Killdeer. —An abundant resident; breeds

commonly.

70. iEgialitis semipalmata. Semipalmated Plover. —A rare winter

visitant.

71. .ffigialitis nivosa. Snowy Plover. —A i-are winter visitant.

72. iEgialitis wilsonia. Wilson's Plover. —An abundant resident

breeding all along the coast. Commonly known as Collier.

73. Arenaria interpres. Turnstone. —Commonly known as Pigeon.

An abundant resident, on the coast.

NESTING OF THE PARULA WARBLER {COM-

FSOTHLYPIS AMERICANA) IN CAPE MAY
COUNTY, NEWJERSEY.^

BY MARK L. C. WILDE.

Perhaps no other portion of the State of New Jersey is better

adapted as a breeding ground for the Parula Warbler than Cape

May County. Quite a number of its streams, including Dennis

Creek and tributaries, are dammed off to supply power to the

various saw and grist mills, thereby forming mill-ponds, and in

some cases these streams spread over a considerable area, owing

to the extreme shallowness of the valleys.

1 Read before the Delaware Valley Ornithological Club of Philadelphia.
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